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I. Course Description 

  

This course should be of interest to anyone seeking more effectively to            

communicate interpersonally with family, students, colleagues and       

business associates from different cultural backgrounds. Students will        

be introduced to basic concepts of Culture and its influence on the way             

people interact and communicate with each other. Insight will be          

provided to some specific Alaska Native Cultures, providing a solid          

foundation for a further study of the History of the Orthodox Mission in             

Alaska and a more general understanding of Orthodox Missiology. This          

course will be a prerequisite for Sociology 301, “Orthodox Alaska: A           

Theology of Mission.” 

  

II. At the conclusion of this course, students will have: 

A. Gained a deeper understanding of what any culture is defined in           

three concrete ways. 

B. Learned how cultural backgrounds, acquired in infancy, affect the         

way people understand, relate to and communicate with each         

other for the rest of their lives. 

C. Appreciated how different cultural backgrounds inevitably create       

varying degrees of misunderstanding between any two speakers. 

D. Gained empathy for racial and cultural minorities who struggle to          

explain their perspective on various common issues and learn         

now this has historically led to conflict and injustice in the past. 

E. Learned to identify many of the predictable ways people         

misunderstand and often misjudge each other. 



F. Been given concrete strategies for constructively dealing with        

miscommunication across cultural boundaries in a multi-cultural       

society. 

  

III.  Materials Needed 

 

A. Another Culture/Another World by Very Rev. Dr. Michael Oleksa         

(material to be provided in virtual classroom) 

B. Videos by Very Rev. Dr. Michael Oleksa filmed for PBS-TV          

programs which focus primarily on Alaska Native cultures (video         

material to be provided in virtual classroom) 

C. Other reading materials needed will be provided in the virtual          

classroom as reading supplements 

 

IV.   Course Content 

  

Lesson I: Definition of Culture 

 

Lesson II: Our World: The Global Literate Culture 

 

Lesson III: The Old Wisdom: Traditional Local Culture 

 

Lesson IV: The Clash of Worlds 

 

Lesson V: The Universe of Communication 

 

Lesson VI: By Way of Review 

 

Lesson VII: The Real People 

 

Lesson VIII: The Death of Father Juvenaly 

 

Lesson IX: Balance and Reciprocity 

 

Lesson X: Your Culture 

  



V. Assignments 

 

For each lesson, write 250-500 words in total for each assignment in            

each lesson, double-spaced. Each lesson will account for 10% of your           

grade. Faculty will give substantive commentary on all assignments.         

Final exam details, if applicable, are explained in the virtual classroom           

content on moodle.com. 

 

VI. Attendance 

 

We do not have an official attendance policy due to the nature of being              

a self-paced course (faculty are expected to engage with each student           

at least once per week through moodle.com). 

 

 

VII. Participation 

 

All students must engage at least once per week in the asynchronous            

forum discussion group. Access is made available in the virtual          

classroom. 

 


