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I. Course Description 

  

Students enrolled in this class will gain a deeper appreciation of the            

basic missiological principles that have guided successful Orthodox        

missionary activities through the centuries and a respect for the          

dedication, talent and devotion of the heroic Orthodox evangelists who          

laid the foundation for the Orthodox Faith in the New World. 

 

While focusing on the history of the Orthodox Mission in Alaska, this            

course will attempt to derive from the experience of the Alaskan           

missionary effort basic foundational principles common to successful        

Orthodox missionary efforts throughout history, beginning with the        

ninth century efforts of Saints Cyril and Methodius. 

 

Contrasting the philosophical as well as cultural and political attitudes          

of the Greek East and Latin West, the readings will review the            

evangelization of Siberia en route to Alaska, and after a brief summary            

of Orthodox Theology and Liturgy, describe how the Faith was          

introduced by both laity and monastic recruits, and further developed          

by an intense bilingual multicultural educational effort, ultimately        

producing a unique Orthodox Culture, dominated by literate and highly          

educated Aleuts. 

 

Ultimately, this course is an in-depth case study of how culture           

influences the transmission and reception of information. The        

prerequisite for this class is SOC 201: Communicating Across Cultures.  



II. At the conclusion of this course, students will be able to 

  

1. (bulleted list with active verbs, with some higher level skills being           

demonstrated. Learning outcomes should be built and phrased        

using various levels of the Revised Bloom's taxonomy. Good         

examples are “explain,” “understand,” “analyze” and “apply”) 
  

III.  Materials Needed 

 

1. Very Rev. Dr. Michael Oleksa, Alaska Missionary Spirituality (SVS 

Press, 2nd Edition 2010)  

2. Very Rev. Dr. Michael Oleksa, Orthodox Alaska: A Theology of 

Mission (SVS Press, 1993)  

3. “Conflicting Visions in Alaskan Education” by Dr. Richard 

Dauenhauer (this article will be provided in the virtual classroom) 

 

IV.   Course Content 

  

Lesson I: Orthodox Missionary Experience 

Lesson II: The Alaskan Experience 

Lesson III: The Orthodox Faith 

Lesson IV: Orthodoxy Arrives in North America 

Lesson V: Monastics in the Mission 

Lesson VI: St. Innocent Veniaminov & St. Jacob Netsvetov, part 1  

Lesson VII: St. Innocent Veniaminov & St. Jacob Netsvetov, part 2 

Lesson VIII: Alaska and Russia 

Lesson IX: New Agendas 

Lesson X: Legacy of the Alaska Mission 

 

V. Assignments 

 

For each lesson, write 250-500 words in total for each assignment in            

each lesson, double-spaced. Each lesson will account for 10% of your           

grade. Faculty will give substantive commentary on all assignments.         

Final exam details, if applicable, are explained in the virtual classroom           

content on moodle.com. 

 



VI. Attendance 

 

We do not have an official attendance policy due to the nature of being              

a self-paced course (faculty are expected to engage with each student           

at least once per week through moodle.com). 

 

 

VII. Participation 

 

All students must engage at least once per week in the asynchronous            

forum discussion group. Access is made available in the virtual          

classroom. 

 


